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in the publication of a number of books on
the subject. At the present time the epitaph
usually seen on a gravestone consists of the
name of the dead, the dates of birth and
death; and a line or two of eulogy, or, per-
haps, an extract from the Bible. In old-
fashioned cemeteries, however, especially in
English and colonial burial grounds, one
finds many extraordinary memorials to the
departed. One collector of epitaphs vouches
for the following inscriptions on tombstones
in English churchyards:
Some have children—some have none—
Here lies the mother of twenty-one.
Under this stone lieth the Broken Re-
mains of Stephen Jones who had his leg
cut off without the Consent of Wife 9r
friends on the 23rd October, 1842, in
which day he died. Ag-ed 31 years.
An epitaph of genuine literary merit is
Stevenson's Requiem, beginning "Under the
wide and starry sky." It is engraved on his
tomb on Mount Vaea, in the Samoan Islands.
E PLURIBUS UNUM, a Latin phrase
meaning out of many, one, the national motto
of the United States. It was suggested by
Adams, Jefferson and Franklin, the com-
mittee appointed by Congress on July 4,
1776, to design a national seal. It has never
been officially adopted, though it has been
used continuously on coins.
EPOCH, ep'ok, an interval of time in the
world's history marked by some extraordinary
occurrence and for that reason distinguished
from the rest of history and regarded as a
milestone in the onward course of events.
Such were the Age of Pericles, the Middle
Ages and the Renaissance. Some epochs,
based on astronomical time divisions, are
used for convenience in a conventional divi-
sion of history; thus, the eighteenth century,
the nineteenth, the latter half of the nine-
teenth century, are distinct epochs.
EP'SOM SALTS, a variety of salts widely
used as a laxative, in the manufacture of
sulphates of sodium and potassium, as a
fertilizer and as a coating for cotton cloth.
It is composed of crystals of sulphate of
magnesium, and is found native in some
mineral springs, but is usually manufactured
from magnesian limestone. It takes its name
from Epsom, England, where it was first
procured from mineral waters. It is found
native in the limestone eaves of Indiana,
Kentucky and Tennessee.
EP'WOETH LEAGUE, a religious society
of the young people of the Methodist Epis-
 copal Church, organized in 1889. In most
churches there is a junior auxiliary, which
holds services for the children on Sunday
afternoons. An intermediate grade is some-
times included. The work of the League is
divided into five branches—spiritual, mis-
sionary, mercy and help, literary and recrea-
tion, and civic betterment. Each of these
departments is in charge of a vice-president.
The other officers are the president, secretary,
and treasurer. The League has a total mem-
bership of about 900,000, with branches in all
countries where the Methodist Episcopal
Church is established. The Epworth Herald,
the League's official organ, is published in
Chicago. Epworth is the town in England
where John Wesley, founder of Methodism,
was born.
EQUATOR, ekwa'tor, the great imag-
inary line circling the earth and dividing it
into two equal parts called the northern
and southern hemispheres. This circle is
at all points 90° from the poles. Degrees
of latitude are measured from the equator
north or south along imaginary lines per-
pendicular to it and extending to the poles.
All places on the equator have invariably
equal days and nights. The celestial equator
is an imaginary circle in space the plane
of which is perpendicular to the axis of
the earth. When the sun crosses the celestial
equator, in spring and in autumn, the days
and nights are of equal length. An irregular
line encircling the globe and passing through
points north and south of the equator is
known as the magnetic equator. See dip-
ping needle.
EQUINOCTIAL, e quin ok'shal, in as-
tronomy, the circle in the heavens otherwise
known as the celestial equator. When the
sun is on the equator, there is equal length
of day and night over all the earth; hence
the name equinoctial. Equinoctial gales are
storms which seem to be due to the sun's
crossing the equator, occurring at the vernal
and autumnal equinoxes, in March and Sep-
tember. There is no scientific basis for the
belief that the sun's position causes these
storms, although this belief is held by many
people. Equinoctial points are the two
points wherein the celestial equator and
ecliptic intersect each other; the one, being
in the first point of Aries^ is called the
vtirwl point; and the other, in the first
point d| Libra, the autumnal point See
precession of the equinoxes.

